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A warm welcome to Slaley 

 We hope that the information contained in this handbook will help you to settle into your 
new home and the village of Slaley. Your neighbours will no doubt be welcoming and assist 
you as needed, but this handbook, developed by the community owned village shop, 
https://slaleyshop.org.uk/ ,  aims to help you find your way round services and activities to 
enable you to connect with our community when you first arrive. 

The guide contains up-to-date and relevant information about the area. You will also find 
this and other information on our parish website at https://www.slaley.org.uk/  

We hope you find this handbook useful and soon settle in. Please do get in touch if you have 
any additional suggestions you might have or if you find anything is wrong or missing. The 
person to contact about this handbook is Hugh McKendrick at slaleyshop@gmail.com 

Sandra Innes 
Chair 
Slaley Community Shop 
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About Slaley Community Shop 

We are a Community Benefit Society with 150+ members and 50+ volunteers. Join us, 
invest, volunteer, or visit our shop! We accept cash, credit, and debit cards.  

We are open every day (except Christmas Day ) 
8.30 am – 12 noon  
8.30 – 10am on Bank Holidays 

Our aim is to offer delicious fresh and convenient foods and household goods for visitors 
and local people alike


   Call 01434 673201 or stop by today! 
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About where we live 

The Parish of Slaley 

 Set on a ridge six miles south of the Tyne valley, the village of Slaley provides an 
excellent starting point for visitors to this part of Northumberland. The area remains 
farming country, with woods, streams and fields, and a network of footpaths and 
bridleways. 
  At the eastern end of the village, Townfoot is the site of the village's 
Commemoration Hall, given to the village in commemoration of the safe return from 
WW1 of the Hunting family's sons. 
  To the north lies Juliet's Wood, one of Northumberland Wildlife Trust's newest 
reserves, while further south are the grounds of Slaley Hall hotel, with two golf 
courses and a network of footpaths open to all. The southern boundary of the parish 
looks over to the Derwent Reservoir. 
  To the West, Townhead at the junction with the B6306 road from Hexham, is the 
venue for the annual Slaley Show in August. The Show began its long history in 
1848 and carried on through two world wars to the present day. 
 From the Hexham road you look west over woods and fields towards the valley of 
the Devil's Water, while to the south lies the extensive Slaley Forest. 
  Within the forest is the Ladycross stone quarry, one of the last hand-worked 
quarries in Britain, producing stone and slates for restoration work in churches and 
cathedrals from Durham to Canterbury. The surrounding nature reserve is open to 
visitors by arrangement. Rough roads thread the forest, and a sculpture trail can be 
followed, while the southern edge of the forest leads on to the open Blanchland 
Moor. 

The History 
There have been references to a settlement at Slaley since the time of the Norman 
Conquest. Slaley then became part of the Barony of Bolbec. In later centuries Scots 
invaders and the Border Reivers harried Slaley and towns nearby. 
 Local industries have included lead smelting, when packhorse trains carried the lead 
along the Lead Road. Quarrying, and farming were and still are important 
occupations. 
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Local community representatives  

Slaley Parish Council 

Your Parish Council is the local authority that makes some decisions on behalf of the 
people in the parish. It is the level of government closest to the community with 
Northumberland County Council above it in the hierarchy. The Parish Council is often 
the first place people will go with concerns or ideas and for this reason is a vital part 
of the community. 

Slaley Parish council usually meets 11 times a year, on the 3rd Monday of each 
month in the Commemoration Hall, the meetings begin at  19:00.  
The Annual Parish meeting is normally held in September. Dates of meetings are 
published in Slaley News, on the Parish Council website and on the Parish Council 
notice boards situated in the Church Yard and at Park Side bungalows. 

Members of the public and villagers are encouraged to attend and speak to the 
council  during open forum at the beginning of each meeting. 

The Parish Clerk can be contacted via : slaleypc@gmail.com 

Slaley Parish Council website https://www.slaley.org.uk/ 

The website has detailed information about the work of the Parish Council including 
Agenda and Minutes :  of all Council meetings and committee meetings 
Councillors : contact details 
Parish Clerk :  contact details and office hours 
Committees and Advisory groups : details of who leads on issues such as 
planning, Rights of Way, Highways and Road Safety 

We are always looking for volunteers to join our groups as the more residents 
involved the more we can do. Please contact the Parish Clerk of you are interested. 

County Councillor ( elected every four years ) 

Colin Horncastle  
colin.Horncastle@northumberland.gov.uk 
Mobile:  07976 677305 

Slaley News - our village magazine 

Slaley News is delivered free to every household in the village at the beginning of the 
month. Copies can also be found at the Shop. Slaley News carries regular monthly 
updates and contact details of the large number of flourishing clubs and 
organisations in the village. 

  If you’d like to contribute please contact : slaleynews@icloud.com 
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Local faith groups 

Churches  

St Mary’s Parish Church 
Slaley St Mary’s and Healey St John are supported by the Riding Mill Parish Church. 

Services are held at St. Mary's every Sunday at 11.15am Holy Communion is 
celebrated on the first Sunday of every month. The church is also now the home of 
Slaley Methodist Church. On the third Sunday of every month we are delighted to 
welcome a Methodist Minister or Preacher to lead our worship. As well as usual 
weekly worship, the churches of Slaley unite for Messy Church in the 
Commemoration Hall on Saturday mornings four times each year. 

Services at St John’s are on the 3rd Sunday each month at 5pm. 

The current Priest in Charge is The Reverend Diana Johnson 
Contact : 01434 682786 

Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, Hexham 
Saint Mary's Parish is a large, lively and welcoming community serving a wide 
geographic area in and around Hexham in Northumberland. Locally, St. Mary's is 
part of the Heavenfield Partnership of Catholic Parishes, together with St. Wilfrid's at 
Haltwhistle, St. John of Beverley at Haydon Bridge, St. Peter's at Otterburn, St. 
Oswald's at Bellingham and St. Elizabeth's at Minsteracres.  

The Saint Mary  website brings together all who attend Saint Mary’s and be of help 
to many visitors  : https://www.stmaryshexham.org.uk/ 

Current Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 5:30pm 
Sunday 10:30am 
Sunday 6:00pm 

The current Parish Priest, Fr. Jeffrey Dodds, has been with us since 2021, and is 
assisted by our Assistant Priests, Fr. James Dunne and Fr. Luke Wilkinson. 

St Elizabeth’s of Hungary Catholic Church  St. Elizabeth’s 
Minsteracres Retreat Centre Nr Consett Co Durham DH8 9RT 

Sunday : Early Morning Mass: 8:30 AM then Mid-Morning Mass: 10:30 AM  
We hold daily services in our Monastery Chapel. Morning Prayer and Mass at 8:10 
AM followed by Mass at 8:30 AM.. Rosary and Evening Prayer (From 5:30 PM to 
6:15 PM, followed by Evening Prayer. Community activities and events 
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Community Activities and events 

There are a number of activities and events that happen across the week and month 
in Slaley. Many are centred around our lovely village Hall which was refurbished and 
extended in 2022. With good parking and green space all around it, the 
Commemoration Hall (also a War Memorial Hall) is within easy walking distance of 
the pub, shop and St Mary's Church. https://www.slaley.org.uk/commemoration-hall/ 

The hall has a very well-appointed kitchen with an industrial quality range cooker and 
dishwasher with a full range of cutlery, crockery and cook-ware with access ,through 
a hatch to the main hall. There’s access to five new, spacious gender-neutral toilets, 
one of which has disabled facilities and a baby-changing facility. Our new  
Community Room opened in 2022 providing a more intimate setting with double 
doors leading out onto a large deck with fabulous view of The Cheviot. 

The Main Hall, as a flexible space with loop system and wifi, has accommodated 
wedding meals and christenings, (and wakes), sports and fitness, afternoon teas and 
suppers, badminton and film club, conferences and meetings.  With chairs and 
tables, table tennis tables and AV cabinet all on the same level, these are accessible 
to all. 

We have to admit to having a gas boiler for the coldest of days but we have newly 
fitted solar panels and solar battery storage to help keep all users warm. Our flexible 
heating system means that our halls can be used independently. 

Here’s an outline of regular weekly ( unless otherwise stated ) activities at the 
Commemoration Hall: 

The Hall is available to book : https://www.slaley.org.uk/sch-hire-front-page/ 

With a full event guide for the hall here : https://www.slaley.org.uk/site_files/6680/
upload_files/SCHeventguidedraftFeb2024.pdf?dl=1 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
Morning Exercise 

to music 

Local 
History 
group (4 
weekly)

Snack 
and a 
chat (alt 
weeks) 

Carpet 
Bowls

Life 
Drawing 
class 

Badminton 

Parent 
and 
Baby

Yoga 

Film Club 
(monthly)

Messy 
Church 
(monthly)
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About the Slaley Show (2nd Saturday in August )  
This annual exhibition of produce, livestock and skilled craftsmanship by the local 
community of Slaley and surrounding districts has seen many changes in its history 
to become one of the best village shows in Northumberland. Successive generations 
have worked hard to maintain the Victorian tradition of an annual 'get-together' of 
local people competing in friendly rivalry, or simply chatting over a cup of tea and a 
sandwich. 

Beginning life in 1845 as the Slaley and Hexhamshire Floral and Horticultural Society  
it changed venue from the Stanegarth Garden to its present location at Townhead in 
1916. The number and types of classes have changed over time; initially only 
flowers, vegetables, bread and eggs were shown, with animals being restricted to 
best dressed chickens! Gradually, classes for sheep, calves, poultry, goats and more 
recently alpacas were introduced, whilst the Industrial Section, encompassing 
everything from baking to photography, knitting to stick dressing, goes from strength 
to strength, attracting over 1000 entries in 2018. 
 
Competitive sports have always proved popular, whether motor cycles or terrier 
racing, children’s games or the spills and thrills of the horse and pony classes, which 
now attracts competitors from far afield. 

Slaley Show Membership 
Membership benefits with badges enabling free entry to the 
show, early schedules, voting at the AGM and being a vital part 
of supporting your local village agricultural show. Contact: 
membership.slaleyshow@hotmail.com to join. 

Other local shows 

Blanchland and Hunstanworth Show http://www.blanchlandshow.co.uk/ 
August Bank Holiday  

Woolsingham Show https://www.wolsinghamshow.co.uk/ “the oldest open air 
agricultural show in England 6th and 7th September 2025 

Northumberland County Show https://northcountyshow.co.uk/ 
The Northumberland County Show is an annual event that celebrates Agriculture, 
Farming and Food as well as local culture and heritage in Northumberland. It 
features a wide variety of exhibitions and displays, including livestock competitions, 
equestrian events, and agricultural demonstrations. 
Visitors can also enjoy live music, shopping, children’s entertainment as well as a 
variety of food and drink options. The show is a great opportunity to learn about the 
history and traditions of Farming in Northumberland and is fun day out for the whole 
family 
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Key contacts for clubs and groups are provided below: 

￼ Yoga with Hans. Friday 08:30 at the Commemoration Hall 
 

  Slaley Red Squirrels 
  Contact:  
  Email: 
We currently have nobody supporting this 
Activity, if you are interested contact the shop 
 

B4RN https://b4rn.org.uk/b4rn-north-east/slaley-and-healey 
B4RN's Gigabit full-fibre broadband is on its way to Slaley & Healey, 
Northumberland. 
If you would like to register for a connection simply enter your postcode above, 
follow a few simple steps and you'll be on your way to getting a hyperfast B4RN 
connection as well as supporting your local community! 
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Walks around Slaley 

If you love walking there are loads of options to get out and about in and around Slaley . 
Here’s just a couple but you’ll find many more here : https://www.visorando.com/en/walk-
hexhamshire.html 
 

Around Slaley 

￼ 7.35 km￼ +120 m


￼ -119 m￼ 2h 25


￼ Easy 

Departure from Slaley. Nice little circular 
walk on the edge of Slaley. 

Dipton Burn 

 

￼ 3.14 km  

￼  1h 05   

￼ Easy  

Pleasant wooded walking in our local valley 
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Getting about 

Bus Service 
A twice daily bus service operates through the village between Hexham and Consett 
with onward rail and bus links from Hexham. 

Buses pass through the village at 09:20 and 13:20 . There is no bus stop so flag the 
bus by putting your arm out! The timetable can be found at: https://
www.gonortheast.co.uk/services/GNE/689 

Dial a Ride 
( ADAPT North 
East ) Book a Dial-
a-Ride run by 
ringing us on 01434 600599 by no later that midday on the working day before the 
day you wish to travel : https://adapt-ne.org.uk/index.php/transport/ 

Local Taxi firms 
Advanced Taxis - Hexham  
01434 606565  https://www.advancedtaxis.com/ 

Tarset Valley Taxis 4,7, & 8 seater Taxis available. Wheelchair Accessible Taxis 
07711 400152 ronnieingledew@btinternet.com or  www.tarservalleytaxis.co.uk 

Eco Cabs – Hexham 
01434 600600 https://hexham.ecocabs.com/ 

Executive Taxis - Riding Mill 
01434 605601  https://www.executive-taxis.co.uk/ 

Trains from Hexham https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/stations/hexham/

Train depart for Newcastle three times an hour. The station is staffed on a part-time 
basis with two platforms, each with two self-service ticket machines accepting card 
or contactless payment only, seating, waiting room, next train audio and visual 
displays and an emergency help point. Step-free access is available to both 
platforms, with platforms also linked by a barrow crossing (with assistance only) and 
footbridge. 
The station also contains retail and dining outlets, toilets and a taxi office. There is a 
small pay and display car park and cycle storage at the station. 
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Household waste and recycling  

Rubbish bin, Recycling bin and Garden waste bin 
Collection Dates: 

Rubbish bin ( green )              Generally collects on alternate Tuesdays 
Recycling bin ( black )            Generally collects on alternate Tuesdays 
Garden waste bin ( brown ).   Generally collects on a Thursday 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Waste/Household-waste/Household-
bin-collections/Bin-Calendars.aspx 

NOTE : there is a small recycling centre at Slaley Community Shop 
which takes, stamps, printer cartridges, corks, batteries,  clothes 
and more. 

Household Waste and Recovery Centre 
  
Hexham 
https://www.suez.co.uk/en-gb/n-landing-page?
utm_source=Google+Business+Profile&utm_campaign=North 

French Garden Industrial Estate, Hexham, NE46 4DL 
Phone: 0345 600 6400 
There is no access for pedestrians at this site. 

The opening times are 

1 April to 31 October: 
Friday to Monday: 8am to 7:30pm 

1 November to 31 March 
Friday to Monday: 8am to 6pm 
(Closed Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday) 
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Local amenities  

Post Office Mobile Service 
on the road opposite 1 Parkside , Slaley, Hexham, Northumberland, NE47 0BH 

Opening hours 
Monday 16:15-17:30 
Tuesday. Closed 
Wednesday 08:30-09:45 
Thursday 16:15-17:30 
Friday 16:15-17:30 
Saturday 08:30-09:45 
Sunday Closed 

Pubs 
Rose & Crown www.roseandcrownslaley.co.uk 
Community owned pub in the village. Tel:01434 673996 
The Traveller’s Rest  
Local Café and bar : 01434 673231 
Lord Crewe Arms Blanchland www.lordcrewearmsblanchland.co.uk 
Hotel, restaurant and bar , The Square, Blanchland, DH8 9SP : tel 01434 677100 

Local Supermarkets 

Petrol Stations 

Shell : Main Street , Corbridge , NE45 5LB open until 9pm 
BP : Rotary Way, Hexham, NE46 4DL open 24 hrs 

Waitrose Tesco Aldi Lidl COOP
Address Hexham 

NE46 3PN
Hexham 
NE46 3PJ

Hexham 
NE46 3 PU

Hexham 
NE46 3BS 

Corbridge 
NE45 5AA

Opening 
times

8am till 8pm 6am till 
midnight

8am till 
10pm

8am till 
10pm

7am till 
10pm
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Take Away 

Fish and Chips: Paxton’s Hexham 01434 603767 
Mobile Pizza oven: Fire & Dough, Hexham 07732 019187 
Indian : The Valley Corbridge 01434 633434 
Mexican : Little Mexico Hexham  01434 622329 

Accommodation 

Rose & Crown Pub & Accommodation www.roseandcrownslaley.co.uk/ 
Phone: 01434 673996 

Slaley Hall Hotel www.slaleyhallhotel.com 
Phone: 01434 373350 

Rye Hill Farm, B&B, holiday Cottage and campsite  north of the village: https://
ryehillfarm.co.uk/ 
Phone: 01434 673259 

Pry House to the south of the village: https://pryhousenorthumberland.co.uk/ 

The Old Chapel – Holiday cottage for up to 8 guests in the heart of the village. https://
www.cottages.com/cottages/the-old-chapel-uk30367 

The Beaumont Hotel, Hexham. The Beaumont is an independent Victorian townhouse hotel 
and restaurant in the centre of Hexham, with stunning views of the 6th century Abbey. 
https://thebeaumonthexham.co.uk/ 
Phone :  01434 602331 

Linnel’s Farm - Linnels Barns comprises two interconnecting beautifully restored barns in the 
heart of Northumberland. The open-plan layout is perfect for larger groups of family and 
friends to enjoy a rural holiday in comfort. Sleeps 10 - 5 Bedrooms, all with ensuite 
https://www.linnelsfarm.com/accommodation/  
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Local services  

GP or medical centre 
Corbridge Medical Group https://corbridge.gpsurgery.net/ 
We are a GP practice based in Northumberland providing medical services to around 
7,200 patients in Corbridge and the surrounding area.  We dispense medication to 
patients living in rural areas Contact : Newcastle Road, Corbridge, NE45 5LG  
telephone : 01434 632011 

The village operates a weekly medicine run on Friday mornings from Corbridge 
Medical Group to Slaley. To have your medicines delivered please ask the surgery. 

Burn Brae Medical Group. https://www.burnbraemedicalgroup.co.uk/  contact:  
Hexham Primary Care Centre, Corbridge Road, Hexham, NE46 1QJ 01434 603627  

Sele Medical Practice. https://www.selemedicalpractice.co.uk/ contact: Hexham 
Primary Care Centre, Corbridge Road, Hexham, NE46 1QJ  01434 602237 

Nearest hospital including accident and emergency/minor injuries unit 
Hexham General Hospital https://www.northumbria.nhs.uk/our-locations/hexham-
general-hospital 
Hexham General Hospital has an urgent treatment centre open 8am-10pm, and 
regular outpatient clinics. Wards include an oncology day unit, a surgical ward for 
patients who have had general, orthopaedic and gynaecological surgery, a stroke 
rehabilitation and care of the elderly ward and a general medicine ward.For the 
privacy and dignity of patients the hospital wards are largely single, en-suite rooms. 
The hospital also has a midwifery-led maternity unit with birthing pool. Two GP 
practices are based within the hospital. 
Contact : Corbridge Road, Hexham, NE46 1Q : telephone: 0344 811 8111 

Dentist 
Corbridge : https://www.princesstreetdentist.co.uk/ 
Hexham : https://www.hexhamdentalclinic.com/ 

Optician 
Corbridge : https://www.croftandgraves.co.uk/ 
Hexham : https://www.dickinsonoptometrists.co.uk/ 

Pharmacy 
Corbridge : Boots, Town Hall Buildings, open 9am till 6pm 
Hexham : Tesco, Tynedale Retail Park , open 9am till 9pm 
Hexham : Boots, Fore Street, open 9am till 5:30pm 
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Local schools 

Slaley First School : https://www.slaley.northumberland.sch.uk/web  
Tel : 01434 673220 
“We aim to offer high quality teaching, learning and enriched opportunities. We want 
all of our children to be inspired to work hard, be curious about the world around 
them, ask questions, seek answers, solutions and have the ambition to succeed. We 
would like all of our children to meet their full potential academically and to have a 
genuine love of learning.” 

Corbridge Middle School : http://www.corbridgemiddle.co.uk/ 
Cow Lane, Corbridge, Northumberland, NE45 5HX tel: 01434 632191 
Hexham Middle School : https://www.hexhammiddleschool.co.uk/ 
Whetstone Bridge Road, Hexham, Northumberland, NE46 3JB tel : 01434 610300 
St Joseph Roman Catholic Middle School : https://stjosephshexham.bwcet.com/ 
Highford Ln, Hexham NE46 2DD tel : 01434 605124 

Queen Elizabeth High School : https://www.qehs.net/ 
Whetstone Bridge Road, Hexham, Northumberland, NE46 3JB tel : 01434 610300 

Pre-schools and child care 

Muddy Puddles at Slaley First School : https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/
daynursery.cfm/searchazref/50004525PLAA 

Hexham : Busy Bees Childcare : https://www.busybeeschildcare.co.uk/nursery/
hexham?
utm_source=google&utm_medium=Yext&y_source=1_MTUxNTg5OTUtNzE1LWxvY
2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU= 
Corbridge : : https://northumberland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/northumberland/fsd/
service.page?id=zWzCkXc80AA 

Vets 

Corbridge : Westway https://westway-vets.com/branches/corbridge 
Hexham : Orchard House https://www.orchardhousevets.com/ 

Police 

Hexham Police Station : Shaftoe Crescent, Leazes, Hexham, NE46 3DG 
Police Station opening times Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
Tel :: 01661 872555 
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https://northumberland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/northumberland/fsd/service.page?id=zWzCkXc80AA
https://northumberland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/northumberland/fsd/service.page?id=zWzCkXc80AA
https://northumberland.fsd.org.uk/kb5/northumberland/fsd/service.page?id=zWzCkXc80AA
https://westway-vets.com/branches/corbridge
https://www.orchardhousevets.com/


Leisure centre and sports facilities 

Wentworth Leisure Centre : Wentworth Place, Hexham, NE46 3PD  
Monday: 6.30am - 10.00pm 
Tuesday: 6.30am - 10.00pm 
Wednesday: 6.30am - 10.00pm 
Thursday: 6.30am - 10.00pm 
Friday: 6.30am - 10.00pm 
Saturday: 8.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 8.00am - 6.00pm 

• 	 Gym 
• 	 Pools 
• 	 Studio(s) 
• 	 Sports hall 
• 	 Indoor cycling studio 
• 	 Outdoor pitches 
• 	 Athletics Track 
• 	 Soft play 
• 	 Bowling 
• 	 Café 
• 	 Licensed bar 

Library 

Hexham Library Queen's Hall, Beaumont Street, Hexham  NE46 3LS 
Telephone: 01670 620450 
Email: hexham.library@northumberland.gov.uk 
Sunday.       CLOSED 
Monday.       9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Tuesday.      9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Wednesday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Thursday     9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Friday          9:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Saturday     9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 

Corbridge Library Hill Street, Corbridge NE45 5AA 
Telephone : 01434 632 815 
Open Wednesdays, Friday and Saturday from 11am till 4pm 
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Voluntary sector  

carers 

Community Buddies https://communitybuddies.com/ 
We are a family run support service company, within the Tyne Valley area and 
surrounding areas. We take pride in offering services to all age groups, and abilities. 
We thrive to support our service users to live a happy independent life. 

Helping hands  https://www.helpinghandshomecare.co.uk/our-locations/hexham/ 
Home care from our Hexham team offers security, mobility, and companionship. 
For over 30 years, we've provided nurse-supported assistance, companionship and 
expert care to thousands of individuals across England and Wales. As industry 
leaders in home care, we know just what it takes to provide the right level of support 
so that you can retain your independence in the comfort of your own home. 

older people 

There is a wide range of care and nursing homes available in the Tyne Valley  
https://www.carehome.co.uk/care_search_results.cfm/searchcounty/Northumberland 

foodbanks

Hexham 
https://www.westnorthumberlandfoodbank.org.uk/ 
West Northumberland Food Bank supports people across our region, offering 
practical assistance and relief to those in need. We are dedicated to providing food 
supplies to families, individuals, and pensioners facing financial challenges. 

Slaley Community Shop have a collection point in store. 

Burn Lane, Hexham, NE46 3HY telephone : 014343 700068 
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